SUZUKI RM 125M

Suzuki followed an up-dating program
in much the same way that Yamaha has.
to produce the successor to the Suzuki
TM 125. The TM, by the way, was one of
the most underrated bikes (by the press)
in the class; it was as quick as a stock
Elsinore and perhaps the most reliable
125cc motocrosser ever produced.
Suzuki, it seems, wasn't willing to push
that reliability reputation too far when
they introduced the new RM 125M. The
machine is quicker and it handles better
than any out-of-the-crate 1974 mxer but,
if Yamaha's YZ 125C is any indication,
the new Suzuki just isn’t going to be a
match for the 1975-76 machinery.
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The Yamaha is truly ready-to-race
while the Suzuki is another one of those
“potential” machines (like ALL the 1974
models from anyone) that leave the real
race preparation to the rider. That
sounds bad but there's a method to the

madness . . . .First, of course, comes
reliability; few riders are really good
enough to realize the full potential of a
machine as highly tuned as the new
Yamaha and, while they’re learning,
they’re going to do a'lot of rebuilding.
The RM 125, like the TM 125, should go
for most of a season’s racing without
anything more than a few spark plugs
and a piston ring or two.

Suzuki already has a hop up kit for the
RM 125 that the rider can install (a new

YAMAHA YZ 125C
@®SUZUKI RM 125
MOTOCROSSERS

carb and porting mods) to boost the
power close enough (but not quite equal)
to the Yamaha's. The rider has the choice
as to just when he’s ready to sacrifice
reliability for performance. It's not a bad
trade-off, particularly for the guys (and
that’s most of us) who would rather ride
than wrench.

The RM's engine has an all-new barrel
and head. There’s a total of six transfer
ports to feed the fuel and air the 28mm
carburetor supplies from the crankcase
to the combustion chamber. The hop up
kit includes a 30mm carburetor and some
special mods for the ports. The power-
band is as wide as that on the TM 125 but
there’s about ten percent more ponies.
The stock five-speed gearbox is, then,




The new
Suzuki has
two more
transfer ports
than last year
to provide
more power
but it's still
slower than
the YZ.

The Suzuki is
a joy in the
corners with
its quick
steering and
ultra-low
center of
gravity. The
rider can
choose to
track or slide
through.

enough for this one. We tried one of the
kitted machines and five speeds seemed
okay there too.

The RM, like the YZ, has no oil tank or
pump s6 it's back to the old mix-it-in-the-
can program. The ignition on both the
Suzuki and the Yamaha is solid-state.
The cylinder liners in both brands are
shrunk in cast iron to permit rebores or
port reshaping. The two machines' air
cleaners are mounted in giant triangular
still-air boxes beneath the seat with
fresh air intake in the same place. Both
brands have plastic fenders, still air
boxes and side number plates with steel
fuel tanks.

Suzuki opted for the lay-down shock
absorber method of achieving long-
travel rear suspension. The RM 125 has
about 7 3/4 inches of rear wheel travel
but the shock only has to move about
four inches thanks to its cantilevered
position. The Suzuki's shocks are the
“gas-filled” type with a sealed chamber
of nitrogen under 200 psi of pressure
inside the shock absorber body. The
nitrogen serves the same purpose as it
does on the Yamaha, but there is no
provision for altering the pressure. The
spring pre-load can be 'adjusted by
twisting a cam like those on conventional
shock absorbers and there should be a
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choice of springs available later in the
year.

The shocks are mounted upside-down
and tucked well behind the side number
plates and between the fender and the
number plates to shield their shafts and
seals from dust. The shocks certainly
won't last as long as conventional shocks
for the simple reason that they must work
much harder in that cantilevered posi-
tion to provide control over the long-
travel rear suspension movement. The
frame and swing arm are new but the
swing arm will fit the older TM Suzuki
for those who might want to cobble their
own long-travel suspension system.

The RM 125's forks are also designed
to fit the older TM model as well as the
new machine. They're just not good
enough to cope with the terrain or with
the weight transfer from the long-travel
rear suspension. They offer only about a
quarter-inch less travel than the super
forks on the YZ but the springs are too
soft and the dampening characteristics
just don't match those of the rear
suspension units. A long-travel rear end
isn’t of much value if it is constantly
pitching the weight forward to forks that
can't control it enough to maintain a
relatively constant steering (rake.and
trail) head angle.

The Suzuki's stability over rough
ground, then, is sometimes unpredict-
able. We'd suggest you add the cost of
better forks to the price of the machine
(and the price of the hop up kit) if you're
an amateur or an expert class rider.
Hopefully Suzuki or one of the accessory
makers can produce a spring and valving
kit for the RM 125's forks that will
provide the performance they need
without the cost of a complete set of
Betors or Boges or 250cc MX forks.

Performance:

The Suzuki has a bit steeper rake (29
degrees) than the Yamaha (31.5 degrees)
angle at the steering crown and propor-
tionally shorter trail (approximately 5
inches vs..5'% inches). Predictably, then,
the Yamaha is more stable down
straights having stutter bumps or in
deep sand or loam. That difference is
even greater than the numbers would
indicate, however, because the Suzuki's
soft forks compress enough to make the
rake even steeper. That compression is
unpredictable enough, too, to allow the
machine to pitch back and forth to
further upset its stability.

Both machines are a bit frightening to
ride at first but for entirely different
reasons: the Yamaha has an incredible
amount of power and it comes on RIGHT
NOW, more like a pipy 250 than any 125
we've ridden. It's difficult to keep the
front wheel down but, at least, the
chassis helps in keeping the rear wheel
down (that's part of the reason why the
front lofts so easily) and in directing the
machine in a straight line. The Suzuki
has plenty of power, by 1974 standards,
32 CYCLE ILLUSTRATED. September, 1975

but the steeper steering angle and, to a
lesser extent, the rear wheel movement
often allow it to wobble over rough stuff.
The Suzuki’s rear suspension is good
but, again, not quite as able to keep the
rear wheel driving over anything as the
Yamaha's. '

An expert class rider might know
enough to move his weight fore and aft

The soft fork springs allowed the front wheel to wash out if the rider didn’t

at just the right times (and frequently)
to keep the Suzuki driving right along-
side the Yamaha over any type of
surface; a novice, however, will find that
the Suzuki is harder to aim just where he
wants it. =
The discussion about rake and trail

_applies, of course, to how the machines

steer around a corner. The Yamaha
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concentrate a lot of weight on the front wheel through the turns.

The shock absorbers have nitrogen gas
chambers to prevent fade and to help
control the dampening. The rear brake is
cable-actuated.

The RM’s engine cases are like those on
the previous machines but the porting
and carburetor are revised to add more
power.

The one weak point on the Suzuki: the
softly sprung front forks. The front
suspension is ho match for the rear on
the stock machine.

The Suzuki's wide power band helps to
make the gear ratio spread in the
five-speed gearbox adequate for any
motocross situation.




The frame and suspension components
are all new on the RM 125 but the swing
arm and forks will bolt onto the older TM
125 models.

really doesn’t want to turn at all. You
have to force it to lean and move way up
on the tank to get the rear wheel to
slide. It’s as stable as a train through
berms, thanks to the super traction
provided by the suspension system. The
Suzuki is a bit more of a broadslider. You
can track it through a berm but its
steeper fork angle and lower center of
gravity make it much easier to lean over

and easier to set up into a power slide if
that’s what you want.

Rough surfaces rock the machine back
and forth enough to force the rider to
make constant corrections in the handle-
bar position to negotiate even a fairly
smooth flat track-style broadslide. In all,
though, the Suzuki is a whole lot easier
to ride through the turns than the
Yamaha and, unless the turn is ex-

SUZUKI RM 125M ROAD TEST STATISTICS

tremely bumpy, the Suzuki is quicker
around most corners.

The distance that Suzuki gains in the
turns is lost soon enough on the straights
in any race with the YZ 125C. The
Suzuki hop up kit will help but there isn’t
a production 125 made that comes even
close to the YZ 125C’s power. You'll have
to move the YZ's shift lever hundreds of
times each lap but we never did miss a
shift. Once you get used to riding with
the shift lever flicking from gear to gear
you'll discover that the YZ can keep up
with most 250s. The narrow powerband
is enough to force several shifts while
the machine is still in the corners and
there, again, the Suzuki rider can gain
some ground; the RM 125’s wide power
band demands about half the number of
gear changes that the Yamaha needs to
maintain its momentum.

Except for a tendency to wander
about over rough surfaces, the Suzuki is
far more enjoyable to ride. Trouble is,
you won't win with it if there's a YZ 125C

(Continued on page 66)

Prlce «n 5l D Lo s S $925.00 Distrubutor .. ... . ... U.S. Suzuki Motor Corp.,
Waprantli e idele - o o5 - o 2L none Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 30670
ENGINE GROSS MEASUREMENTS
Jype = 5 % g Two-stroke, single Weight ... 2. 900 2 o0 o v il 192 pounds
Bisplgcement . - Thie . ool L ol s .123ecc Frontwheels. o .o oi o i i o oG e e NA
Bors QeSHOKE 2 o0 Bt 56 x 50mm Rearwheel o ol i 2 oovioh il 0 T NA
BHE@mm .. 7 s . Bt 23@10,500 Wheelbase . = ... = v 5 531 inches
compression. ratios .. o .0 ol el e v 7.4:1 SeatHelght . .. - < = 0 s v 00 S 35% inches
CAIDHon e & D s S0 e 28mm Mikuni Ground Glearance' . ...~ .0 .. . o cnae i 9% inches
Overal gear ratios HandigbarWidth .= .. oo .. a0 S0, 33% inches
BlEst i hea o o o L e e 31.12 Fuel Capagity =i iio. . = b oi o iy 1.4 gallons
Segond el S e e e 23.06
dfo1iTopene e S SoRERBE (RR SR BT . S S 18.15
Hellan b s SRR el S Tt e e 15.17 COMFORT RATING :
It s s -8 Bl s Se s 13.26 Mibration "5 0 el e 5
Sixth oo s S e s e e NA SUSDENSION. . @ nihiti i e 8
Nolse tavel: .. - .- 0 %0 5. % B i 6
RUNNING GEAR Seab L. n . i S e 8
Blama o ... aiciseie e single down tube Handlebars: &1 ..o 07 65 oo e, e 9
Suspension StartMechaniSm iu vt i ol s R 9
front - ..o L SusiintnT TR s telescopic forks Controls: - ». & 5. o . . e 9
f8ar o sl nitrogen-boosted hydraulic shocks Stand ;B ad ke L 9
¢ and swing arm Shift Mechanism . . .= < i e 555 .0 (5 0 e 9
Tires SwitchesandelisStt- - .. 00 ik 8
o0 S e e 3.00-21 knobby Overall Rating . ... oo oo 28 o 0 0y s o i 80
FEBR 8 i e i e 3.50-18 knobby
Brakes
HORt e sl o internal-expanding drum type PERFORMANCE
P o S internal-expanding drum type Viemloes (= o o0 on ne L o B R NA
ElEeHICS . ol i P.E.l. solid-state ignition no 01660 o0 o s W e A NA
. lighting Braking distancefrom60mph ...................... NA
SUMMARY

Suzuki’s all new 125cc ready-racer suffers from short-travel forks that.cannot keep up with the fine long-travel rear suspension.
Power, with the optional hop up modifications. is competitive. A relatively low price and reliability should be the machine's best
assets. A perfect machine for a beginning racer on a budget.
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for only $2.00
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Fullerton, Ca. 92632 @
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BEST BY MAIL

Rates: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, Fl. 33578

BOOKS
TO WIN Gin Rummy “'Tips_Tactics’.
McArthur, E. Hardwick, Vi. 05836
HOROSCOPES
MONTHLY Horoscope. Postage $2, birthdate. Dr.
Damis-CY, Box 12766, St. Petersburg, Fla. 33733
MISCELLANEOUS
EMBLEMS custom embroidered, minimum order
ten patches, TLMCM, 1929 E. 52nd, Indianapolis,
Ind. 46205
COLLECTION problems? Free guide. Guarantee
12% on your savings. Martin, 7814 Castor, Phila-
del phla Pa. 19152
MOTORCYCLE color heat transfers,
motorcycle. UNK, 455

Send $4

$2. Specify
99th St., Niagara Falls,

EMBROIDERED emblems, your design, low mini-
mum. Patches, Dept. 88, Littleton, N.H. 03561
MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES
IMMEDIATE EARNINGS sfuffing envelopes. Be-
ginner’s Kit, $1.00. ““Lewscard”, Brea, Ca. 92621
KEEP your mall box stuffed with money doing
easy work at home. Sure fire plan $1.00! Three
Sons-GM, 245 E. Gunhill, Bronx, 10467
3 PERSONAL
LONELY GIRLS & Women need men. Huge lists
names, addresses, all kinds for all tastes $1. Match-
maker, Box 5686, Lighthouse Point, Fla. 33064
COINS

AUTHENTIC SOLID Goldpiece; Mexico, dated
1865. Flawless! $5.00! GM. Culberison’s, Box 35,
Potosi, Mo. 63664

HEALTH & BEAUTY
WARTS. Vergo Cream is painless, safe, easy. Hos-
pital tested. Recommended by doctors. Use on all
arts of body. Unconditionally guaranteed. Buy
ergo at all better pharmacies.

GROW HAIR! Thicker longer! Amaznr&g proof!
Health, Box 156, Santa Barbara, Ca

HYPNOSIS
STOP WEIGHT! Smoking, Drinking. Hypnotic Rec-

ord or cassefte with book, $9.50. University Trust,
3605 Cedar, Lynwood, Ca. 90262

JEWELRY -GIFTS
HAWAIIAN PUKA-SHELL Necklaces! Save or make
money! Direct from manufacturer. Details and
samples $2.00 (stamps or checks), refundable with
any purchase. Hawailan Skill Products-GM, 87-206
St. John’s Rd., Waianae, Hi. 96792 (808) 696-7766

MEDICAL

“HEMORRHOIDS”. Disgusted? Try my re-useable
Hemroy-Dilators. 60 year old method. Satisfaction
guaranteed. Write: “Natures Form’/, Box 8526,
Cleveland, Oh. 44134

AUTO - TRUCK SUPPLIES

RACING cylinder heads, porting and flow work,
motorcycles and automotive catalog $1. Shirts $3.
Competition Heads, 27554M Wick, Romulus, Mi.
48174. 313-946-9850 |

PARTS! New, used, Honda, Yamaha other Jap-
anese brands. The Dragon Lady, Box 7532, Kilby
Sta., New Haven, Ct. 06519

HI-PERFORMANCE pistons, brochures, send 25¢
Purnhagen, 65 Birs Ave., Lindenhurst, N.Y, 11757

For over 30 years, Smokey has been
asking you to be careful with fire.

During that time, you've helped cut
the number of careless fires in half.

So from Smokey Bear and all of
us who live in the forest, thanks for
listening. And keep up the good work.

; Ad_ A Public Service of This Magazine
ODULNCH & The Advertising Council

125 MX
TWIN TEST

(Continued frem page 33)

rider in the race that can match your
riding ability; the YZ just rockets away
from the RM on any straight or through
any well-bermed or tacky-surface turn.

History does repeat itself. The TM 125
Suzuki was down on power the moment
the factory-kitted Honda Elsinores be-
gan to appear in quantity. Still, thou-
sands of riders continued to win on
Suzukis because their machines held
together longer. That could be the case
once again, but only if the Yamaha
owner neglects either the engine or the
suspension tuning. With a machine as
sophisticated as the YZ 125C, tuning is
even more a major part of winning than
with a slightly simpler machine like the
RM 125.

Every motocrosser likes to talk like he
(or she) is as serious as a DiStefano or a
Karsmakers but likely less than one in a
thousand really is that committed to
motocross. Most of us ride mostly for the
fun of it and tuning and/or rebuilding a
machine every weekend soon ceases to
be fun. The RM 125 is one of those “fun”
racers and its ability to win without as
much maintenance as everyone else’s
machine has earned as many trophies for
Suzuki riders as any others. The choice
between these two machines, for now
the top two in their class, is really a
choice between “serious” and “fun”
motocrossing. If you want to win rather
than just talking a good tale, then the YZ
125C is that winner, hands down. You
must, though, be willing to find a dealer
who can service that Monoshock for each
track and/or buy the $200 worth of
equipment yourself and be willing to
keep the engine tuned and fresh with
new rings or pistons or whatever. If you
do, nothing but another YZ 125C is likely
to come within sight of you.

Most of us race for the fun of it and
that's exactly where the Suzuki fits into
the picture. If chasing Yamahas proves
to be no fun after a few dozen races, then
add the hop up kit and fix the forks and
get serious about the sport of winning.
There's one consolation for those who
would rather not buy a Yamaha; there
won’t be many of them—few enough, in
fact, that we'd be surprised indeed if
many dealers were willing to sell them at
anything near the suggested list price.
You just might be able to deal a bit on
the Suzuki's sticker price but don’t tell
them we told you so and don’t try it
when the dealer only has one display
model in stock. That $75 difference in
price makes the Yamaha the biggest
bargain in motorcycling but that just
might not be the actual “cash” price
difference at some dealers; a $100 or
even a $200 spread would make most of
us think a bit differently about which one
of these top two we'd pick.
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